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IMPORTANCE OF BUTTERFLIES

Intrinsic Value

Aesthetic Value

Educational Value

Economic Value

Ecosystem Value



GARDENING FOR 
BUTTERFLIES

 Provide areas suited for all stages – egg, larva, pupa & adult

 Get to know the butterflies you hope to attract

 Plant your garden in a warm, sunny area with wind protection

 Add stones & bricks, or leave bare ground for basking spots

 Include native host plants & nectar plants, along with grasses

 Plant for blooms in early spring through late fall

 Do not use pesticides & herbicides

 Leave plant debris & stubble, along with leaves

 Provide a shallow muddy pool for sipping



BEYOND BUTTERFLY GARDENING



FALL MONARCH MIGRATION



MIGRATORY SPECIES



PALAMEDES SWALLOWTAIL –
PAPILIO PALAMEDES

 Larval Host Plants: red bay

 Habitat: wooded swamps, hammocks, forest edges, suburban 
gardens, moist woodlands & evergreen swamps



BUCKEYE– JUNONIA COENIA

 Larval Host Plants: plants in many families including toadflax, 
false foxglove, frogfruit, plantain, twinflower & wild petunia

 Habitat: fields, pastures, roadsides, fallow agricultural land, 
open pineland, disturbed sites



GIANT SWALLOWTAIL–
PAPILIO CRESPHONTES

 Larval Host Plants: Hercules club, wafer ash, prickly ash, & 
cultivated citrus

 Habitat: woodlands, pastures, forest edges, stream corridors, 
open pinelands & suburban gardens

 Note: one of the largest butterfly in North America



GULF FRITILLARY–
AGRAULIS VANILLAE

 Larval Host Plants: various passionflower vines 

 Habitat: open, disturbed sites including roadsides, old fields, 
utility easements, parks & gardens



VARIEGATED FRITILLARY–
EUPTOIETA CLAUDIA

 Larval Host Plants: various violets & passion flower

 Habitat: open, sunny sites including roadsides, pastures, old 
fields & utility easements



ZEBRA LONGTAIL –
HELICONIUS CHARITONIUS

 Larval Host Plants: various passion flowers 

 Habitat: woodlands, forest edges & adjacent open, disturbed 
areas such as gardens



GREAT SOUTHERN WHITE –
ASCIA MONUSTE

 Larval Host Plants: Virginia peppergrass, saltwort, sea rocket & 
others

 Habitat: open sites including roadsides, coastal dunes, salt 
marshes, vacant fields, agricultural land



SOUTHERN HAIRSTREAK–
FIXSENIA FAVONIUS

 Larval Host Plants: various oaks

 Habitat: woodland edges, oak scrub, adjacent open areas



GRAY HAIRSTREAK–
STRYMON MELINUS

 Larval Host Plants: wide variety of plants including partridge 
pea, beggarweeds, milk peas, milkvetch, lupine, bush clover, 
clover, vetch, mallow, & sida

 Habitat: open, disturbed sites including roadsides, fallow 
agricultural land, old fields & gardens



VICEROY– LIMENITIS ARCHIPPUS

 Larval Host Plants: various willows

 Habitat: pond edges, wetlands, roadside ditches & moist areas 
supporting willows



MONARCH– DANAUS PLEXIPPUS

 Larval Host Plants: various milkweeds 

 Habitat: open, sunny locations including old fields, roadsides, 
pinelands, utility easements, sandhills, fallow agricultural land & 
gardens



PAINTED LADY– VANESSA CARDUI

 Larval Host Plants: wide variety of plants in several families 
including thistles & mallows

 Habitat: open, disturbed sites including roadsides, old fields, 
fallow agricultural land, pastures, utility easements & gardens



EASTERN PYGMY-BLUE–
BREPHIDIUM ISOPHTHALMA

 Larval Host Plants: saltworts & glassworts

 Habitat: salt marshes & adjacent coastal areas

 Note: our smallest butterfly



CERAUNUS BLUE– HEMIARGUS
CERAUNUS

 Larval Host Plants: numerous Fabaceous plants including true 
indigo, partridge pea & milk peas

 Habitat: open, disturbed sites including roadsides, vacant fields, 
utility easements & fallow agricultural land



QUEEN– DANAUS GILIPPUS

 Larval Host Plants: various milkweed family plants

 Habitat: savannas, pastures, pinelands, roadsides, old fields, 
utility easements, coastal areas & gardens



WHITE PEACOCK–
ANARTIA JATROPHAE

 Larval Host Plants: frogfruit & water hyssop

 Habitat: open, disturbed sites including wet ditches, roadsides, 
pond edges, old field & gardens



CLOUDLESS SULPHUR –
PHOEBIS SENNAE

 Larval Host Plants: various cassia species including patridge pea, 
sensitive pea, & various sennas

 Habitat: open, disturbed sites including roadsides, vacant fields, 
agricultural land, parks & gardens



SOUTHERN PEARLY EYE–
ENODIA PORTLANDIA

 Larval Host Plants: giant cane & switchcane

 Habitat: moist, shaded woodlands, stream corridors & swamp 
margins



LONG-TAILED SKIPPER–
URBANUS PROTEUS

 Larval Host Plants: wide variety of legumes including 
beggarweeds & wisteria

 Habitat: moist, shaded woodlands, stream corridors & swamp 
margins



10 IMPORTANT AUTUMN NECTAR PLANTS:

1. Agerantina juncunda : Hammock 
Snakeroot

2. Baccharis halimifolia: Groundsel Bush

3. Carphephorus odoratissimus: Vanilla-leaf

4. Helianthus angustifolius: Swamp Sunflower

5. Liatris sp: Gay Feathers

6. Limonium carolinianum: Sea Lavender

7. Pityopsis graminifolia: Silkgrass

8. Salvia azurea: Azure Sage

9. Solidago sempervirens: Seaside Goldenrod

10. Verbesina occidentalis: Wingstem



HAMMOCK SNAKEROOT – AGERATINA JUCUNDA



GROUNDSEL BUSH – BACCHARIS HALIMIFOLIA



VANILLA-LEAF – CARPHEPHORUS ODORATISSIMUS



SWAMP SUNFLOWER – HELIANTHUS ANGUSTIFOLIUS



GAYFEATHERS – LIATRIS SP. 



SEA LAVENDER – LIMONIUM CAROLINIANUM



SILKGRASS – PITYOPSIS GRAMINIFOLIA



AZURE SAGE – SALVIA AZUREA



SEASIDE GOLDENROD – SOLIDAGO SEMPERVIRENS



WINGSTEM – VERBESINA OCCIDENTALIS



WE NEED YOU!

 2020 Fall Coastal Georgia Butterfly Count –October 9-12th

















ANY QUESTIONS?!


