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Butterfly Pea 
 

Centrosema virginianum 
 

This plant is twirling or trailing vine with purple or lavender flowers singularly or in 

clusters of 2-4. Often found in dry, sandy areas, this plant is host for at least two butterfly 

species: the long-tailed skipper and the northern cloudywing. Pods mature and bust open, 

twisting around to release seeds.  
 

- Perennial  -     Grows 6-12 feet     -    Found in pinewoods, coastal uplands 
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