So called because the species in this genus are used to produce a blue dye. This plant
has velvet-like leaves contrasting with bluish-grey stems that become black in the fall. White
flowers are held in clusters on erect stems. Black seedpods form and often stay on the plant
through winter. This plant is also a host plant to some butterfly and moth species.

- Perennial - Grows 2-4 feet - Found in prairies, open woods
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